
Report to: Council 

 

Date of Meeting 4 December 2024 

Document classification: Part A Public Document 

Exemption applied: None 

Review date for release N/A 

 

Motion on Notice – Housing 

Report summary: 

The constitution provides that members of Council may submit written notice of motions for debate 
at Council. A motion must be signed by the proposer and seconder and at least 3 members and 

submitted not later than 10 clear days before the date of the meeting.  

Motions must be about matters for which the council has a responsibility, or which affect East 
Devon District Council and will be listed on the agenda in the order in which notice received. 

Motions for which notice has been given will be listed on the agenda in the order in which notice 
was received unless the member giving notice states, in writing, that they propose to move it to a 

later meeting or withdraw it. 

Is the proposed decision in accordance with: 

Budget    Yes ☒ No ☐ 

Policy Framework  Yes ☒ No ☐  

Recommendation: 

That the Motion on Notice – Hosuing is debated and determined by Council. 

 

Reason for recommendation: 

The constitution makes provision for motions on notice to be debated and decided by Council. 

 

Officer: Andrew Melhuish, Democratic Services Manager (andrew.melhuish@eastdevon.gov.uk ) 

 

Portfolio(s) (check which apply): 

☐ Climate Action and Emergency Response 

☐ Coast, Country and Environment 

☐ Council and Corporate Co-ordination 

☐ Communications and Democracy 

☐ Economy 

☐ Finance and Assets 

☐ Strategic Planning 

☒ Sustainable Homes and Communities 

☐ Culture, Leisure, Sport and Tourism 

 

Equalities impact Low Impact 

mailto:andrew.melhuish@eastdevon.gov.uk


The impact is low as this report is dealing with the submission of motions on notice.  Any work 
undertaken following the consideration of the motions on notice would be subject to an equalities 

impact assessment being undertaken.  

Climate change Low Impact 

Risk: Low Risk; A risk assessment would need to be completed on any works or further investigations 
resulting from the motions of notice.  

Links to background information N/A 

Link to Council Plan 

Priorities (check which apply) 

☒ Better homes and communities for all  

☐ A greener East Devon 

☐ A resilient economy 

 

 

Report in full 

Motion 2:   

Motion on Notice – Housing 

 

Proposer:  Cllr Henry Riddell  

Seconder: Cllr. 

 

The motion has been supported by Councillors Aurora Bailey, Brian Bailey, Colin Brown, Jenny 
Brown, Mike Goodman, 

Motion Received:  20 November 2024 

Housing 

“Damp and mould has serious impacts on residents' lives and can cause negative health 

implications which can be life changing. 
 

The council’s stock condition survey has identified a number of properties with damp and mould 
and work is already underway to scrutinise the data received, understand works completed since 
the surveys took place and organise works outstanding. 33% of properties surveyed had some 

damp (40% benchmark at similar authority)- this could be condensation through to major damp. All 
Cat 1 & 2 damp and mould cases (9.81% of surveyed stock) were referred to the Council at the 

point of identification in order for works to be completed urgently. 
 
Under Awaab’s law the council has to investigate each complaint about damp and mould in social 

housing and this will be extended to the private rented sector next year. If they do not, residents 
will be able to hold their landlords to account by taking legal action through the courts for a breach 

of contract. The Council are awaiting further guidance from the Housing Ombudsman on Awaab’s 
Law and other new standards. Once this guidance has been received  a robust policy and 
procedure will be produced.  for the Housing review board to consider. 

  

 In light of the above, the Council resolves to: 

 
• Rectify the outstanding Cat 1 & 2 damp and mould issues at the relevant properties as a matter 
of urgency, creating schedules of works to eradicate damp and mould. That these plans are put in 

place before the end of the financial year for these properties. 

https://eastdevon.gov.uk/councilplan/


• A full communications plan being established for all residents, whether owner occupier, social, 
affordable or privately rented, on how to identify, report, remove and reduce damp and mould in 

their property.  
• Create robust policy and procedures before the next financial year to ensure the council is well 

placed to deal with the impacts of new legislation and regulations coming forward to the social 
housing sector. This will have particular focus on Awaab’s law once guidance has been released.” 

 

Financial implications: 

To be confirmed.  

Legal implications: 

The motions on notice have been submitted in accordance with the Part 4 of the Council’s 

Constitution – Rules of Procedure 10.1 Notice:  Except for motions which can be moved without 
notice under Rule 11, written notice of every motion, signed by at least 5 members, must be 

delivered to the Chief Executive not later than 10 clear days before the date of the meeting. 

 


